




Resolution on Pass-Fail 
To Bo Presented Tuesday
By Michael Sim 
Feature Editor
The first moment that 
word of a possible Pass-Fail 
system was breathed on 
R o s a ry  H ill Cam pus, 
s tu d en ts  began forming 
o p in io n s  and m aking 
generalizations on a subject 
w ith  w hich they  were 
admittedly unfamiliar. Of 
the  100 s tu d en ts  who 
responded  to  question­
naires, not even five had 
first-h an d  knowledge of 
Pass-Fail. Granted, little has 
been published by the 
A c a d e m ic  C om m ittee , 
either in the ASCENT or on 
the questionnaire itself, to 
fu r th e r  inform students 
about the Pass-Fail system.
The time has come now 
to reveal that information. 
On next Tuesday, February 
4 , 1969, the  S tu d en t 
Academic Committee will 
p resen t to  the Faculty
¡Advisory C om m ittee a 
¡resolution that a Pass-Fail 
system be introduced on a 
trial basis for these two 
cases: (1) seniors may take 
t h e i r  P h ilo so p h y  and 
Theology requirements on a 
Pass-Fail basis, and (2) 
sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors who are on the 
Dean’s List and are entitled 
to one extra free course 
may elect to take that 
course on a Pass-Fail basis.
It is as yet undecided 
w hether to  propose a 
Pass-Fail-A system or just a 
straight Pass-Fail system. 
The decision was to be 
made after evaluating the 
s tu d en t questionnaires, 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  one  
question on this subject. 
However, in evaluating the 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  t h e  
Academic Committee found 
that at least 50% of the
students who answered did 
n o t even know what a 
Pass-Fail-A system entailed. 
This system is designed to 
answer the objection that 
superior students are not 
recognized  in Pass4Fail 
grading. U nder such a 
system, there are possible 
grades: Pass, Fail, and A, 
where the F and the A are 
averaged in the student’s 
index. While this system 
does provide an incentive 
for superior students, it also 
hinders the purpose of the 
P a s s - F a i l  s y s t e m  by 
retaining the pressure of 
le t t e r  grading. Under a 
straight Pass-Fail system, 
there are only two possible 
g r a d e s :  P, given fo r 
satisfactory work, and F, 
given fo r unsatisfactory 
work; the F may or may 
n o t be averaged in the 
student’s index. If a straight 
Pass-Fail is adopted, then 
students will be given the 
option of choosing whether 
or not they wish to take a 
course on a Pass-Fail basis 
or whether they prefer to 
be graded for it. Professors 
will grade all students 
according to the normal
procedures, and the grades 
will be changed to “Pass” or 
“Fail” by the department. 
P ro fesso rs need not be 
in fo rm ed  which of his 
students have signed up for 
Pass-Fail; however, it is not 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  
in fo rm a tio n  to  remain 
classified.
Pass-Fail grading has 
several advantages which 
both faculty and students 
shou ld  consider before 
passing judgment. First of 
all, the student Academic 
Committee would like to 
make i t  explicit that a 
Pass-Fail system should 
never be extended to all 
s u b j e c t s  o r  co u rse s ,  
e sp e c i a l l y  those  in a 
s t u d e n t ’ s c h o s e n  
concentration. Rather, a 
Pass-Fail system is designed 
to allow students to take 
k n o w n  h a r d  c o u r s e s  
w i th o u t  worrying about 
grades, to allow students to 
venture into courses beyond 
their area of concentration 
and to compete with the 
m ajors in th a t  subject 
w i th o u t  worrying about 
grades, and to  reduce 
student anxieties and focus
attention on learning rather 
than memorizing. Since thp 
incentive would be learning 
and not grades, a Pass-Fail 
system should result in a 
reduction of cheating and 
cramming. Furthermore, it 
is  th e  b e l i e f  o f th e  
Academic Committee that 
Philosophy and Theology 
are not the type of subject 
t h a t  can be accurately 
g r a d e d  b y  le tte rs  o r 
numbers, and it is for this 
reason that the Committee 
is proposing that Pass-Fail 
{grading be instituted in 
■these two areas. It is hoped 
that if the system proves 
successful it will eventually 
be extended to other areas. 
Several disadvantages to 
A-F grading are cited as 
reasons for the change: (1) 
A - F  g r a d e s  a r c  
o v e r - e m p h a s i z e d ,  (2) 
difficult courses are avoided 
in order to obtain high 
grade point averages, (3) 
A-F grades are not accurate 
since they are subject to 
human variables, (4) A-F 
g r a d e s  encourage  the  
p r a c t i c e  o f  s u p e r io r





Northampton, Mass.-(I.P.) — 
The Presidents of ten eastern 
liberal arts colleges — five for 
men and five for women — 
recently announced that they 
may begin a student exchange 
next September as the first step 
in plans for a variety of 
cooperative programs.
The exchanges . would be 
in tended for sophomores or 
juniors in good standing, “for a 
semester, or for a year,” the 
college heads said in a statement 
issued by President Thomas C. 
Mendenhall of Smith College. Lindsay and Meyerson Among Speakers:
College Adm inistrators 
M eet at Pittsburgh
PITTSBURGH, Pa. (CPS) -
Other institutions involved are 
Amherst, Bowdoin, Connecticut 
C ollege, Dartmouth, Mount 
H olyok e, Vassar, Wesleyan, 
Wheaton and Williams.
The exchanges would be 
designed “ to  increase the 
educational opportunities for 
the individual student, and all 
students are eligible for the 
exchange at any college,” the 
presidents’ statement said.
The statement also disclosed 
that the sam e colleges are 
p l a n n i n g  to  exp lore  the  
possibility of joint urban centers 
and jo in t M.A. or M.A.T. 
programs in teacher training. 
“Under the possible program of 
urban centers,” , the statement 
added, “the colleges will be 
discussing cooperation both in 
the establishment of centers and 
in programs where both faculty 
and students might share in the 
study and resolution of urban 
problems.
“ The graduate programs 
under discussion concern the 
Master of Arts or Master of Arts 
in Teaching degree and the 
possibility of the liberal artç 
colleges cooperating in training 
programs that might be designed 
primarily for junior colleges and 
community colleges.”
Under tentative plans for the 
student exchanges, each college 
w ould  announce how many 
places it can make available for 
the semester or the year. The 
academ ic program o f  any 
stu d en t w ould  have to be 
approved by both institutions, 
and the colleges would agree to 
a c c e p t  any quali f ied and 
approved students up to the 
number of available places.
adminis trators  f lo cke d  to  
Pittsburgh in large numbers last 
w e e k  f o r  an A m e r i c a n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Col leges  
conference on “Liberal Learning 
and the Social Revolution.” But 
with nearly a dozen colleges 
exploding under pressure from 
black student groups at the same 
time, more seeming inevitable, 
student protest was on their 
minds.
Nearly every speech, panel 
and discussion during the 
two-day conference ended in 
debate of the issues surrounding 
black student revolt, and their 
impl icat ions ’for American 
education.
Mayor John Lindsay of New 
York City opened the meeting 
by telling the administrators 
they should listen to their 
students — and then work with 
t h e m  o n  “ t h e i r  worthy  
. demands.”
1968, Lindsay said, was a year 
in  w h i c h  “ c o l l e g e s  and 
universities were plunged — 
willingly or not — into the 
mainstream of contemporary 
politics — the ultimate source of 
reform in a d e m o c r a c y .”  
Students want more relevant 
institutions, he said, which will 
bring them closer to the issues of 
modern life.
Lindsay told his audience 
they “are going to have to do a 
far m ore imaginat ive and 
aggressive job  of renewing, 
redesigning and revitalizing our
institutions if we are to meet the 
requirements of today.” Such 
redesigning would  include  
s u b s t i t u t i n g  “ c r e a t i v e ,  
interdisciplinary thinking” for 
departmental structure in many 
instances; revamping admissions 
policies which “automatically 
discriminate against minority 
group students,” hiring more 
stimulating teachers.
A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  
conference, Martin Meyerson, 
President of the State University 
ofB New York at Buffalo, gave 
the delegates his solution to one 
o f  the problems posed by 
students who tell the colleges 
their courses are “irrelevant, and 
want  learning directed to 
action.”
M e y e r s o n  proposed “ a 
s y n t h e s i s  o f  l iberal and 
professional education — so that 
so-called ‘traditional academic 
s t u d i e s ’ w i l l  be  m o r e  
service-oriented and socially 
consc iou s ,  and professional 
education will be more humane 
and intellectual.”
By such a change in the 
direction of curriculum, he said, 
colleges could “respond to the 
new  cultural  spirit among 
students.” In such a synthesis, 
“the college and university best 
serve the city and best serve 
civilization as the intellectual 
base for action, rather than as 
the arena of action” — thus 
c o m f o r t i n g  t h o s e  w h o  
d i s a p p r o v e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
disruption on campus.
Between  the  tw o  major
; addresses, the presidents and 
deans at tended discussions 
heavily weighted toward the 
problems student disruptions 
have pointed up in recent weeks.
! Nathan Hare, one of the prime 
! facul ty  movers in the San 
! Francisco State College Black
Studies Program, explained 
black student demands to an 
interested (if not fascinated) 
a u d i e n c e .  O t h e r  p a n e l s  
deliberated on the “problems of 
the minority student on the 
campus,” “racial insularity and 
(Please turn to Page 3)
Spring Event...
By KAREN KORDASIEWICZ
The Spring Event is for the entire student body. 
It would be nice if the Student Body showed some 
interest in it.
Three people cannot plan an event for a school 
without the help of the students. It’s ridiculous! If 
I don’t get more response to the meetings every 
Wednesday night I may request a cancellation due 
to lack of interest.
If some of the students in this school would use 
half the effort they put into criticizing into doing 
some constructive planning, the events in this 
college may turn out to be successes instead of 
flops.
The results of the questionnaires have been 
compiled. The joint concert and social with 
Niagara was passed almost unanimously. The 
parade with one queen’s float and four car-floats 
was also passed. The formal and dinner dance on or 
off campus and the chicken barbecue or mass and 
breakfast were very close in voting. The committee 
will decide which is more economical and then 
present it again to you. If you want your ideas to 
be heard and your votes to pass I suggest that you 
attend the meetings and express them or forever 
hold your peace.
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Week of
Towne To Start 
Off ' Week1
Monday evening, at 8 
p.m. in Wick Social Room, 
Mr. Anthony Towne will be 
the first speaker for the 
1969 Week Of The Arts.
Anthony Towne is a poet 
whose work has appeared in 
The New Yorker. He is the 
author of “The Obituary 
for God,” first published in 
MOTIVE and cited by both
The New York Times and 
Time Magazine as a piercing 
satire of the “death of 
God” theologians. It was 
reprinted in more than 40 
languages. Mr. Towne is 
co-author  with William 
Stringfellow of The Bishop 
Pike Affair. His latest work 
is Excerp ts  From The 
Diaries of the Late God.
James and Susannah Payton
Paytons and Dance
Wednesday afternoon 
and evening, February 5, 
James and Susannah Payton 
will p resen t  a lecture 
demonstration and concert, 
respectively.
Their duet concert has 
been performed in New 
York and in colleges and 
universities in the Midwest 
and East.
James and Susannah 
Pay ton  have premiered 
twelve programs on the 
ETV series for Channel 34, 
in Columbus, entitled “An 
I n v i t a t i o n  to Modern 
D ance”  which won an 
award of special merit from 
the National Broadcasting 
Media Foundation.  Mr. 
Payton has received a grant 
f r o m  th e  Ohio Sta te  
Development Fund to be 
u s e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  
choreographic investigation. 
During the summer of ’68 
the Paytons were invited to 
lead the Dance Production 
Workshop at the State 
U n i v e r s i t y  College at  
Brockport, N.Y.
James Payton began his. 
pro career in 1957 after 
only one year of study at 
Juilliard in New York. He 
went immedia te ly  into 
Doris Humphrey’s Juilliard 
D a n c e  T h e a t r e  and .
simultaneously into the 
Jose Limon Company. Mr. 
Payton was a soloist for 6 
years with this latter group. 
He left Limon in 1963 to 
pursue an independent 
choreographic career. He 
has also danced in the 
companies of Ruth Currier, 
Anna Sokolow, Balerie 
Bettis, and Helen Tameris.
S u s a n n a h  N e w m a n  
Payton started to study 
dance at the age of five with 
A n i t a  Z o h n  o f  t h e  
“Isadorables.” Mrs. Payton 
considers herself a product 
of the Steffi Nasen School. 
She studied at Ohio State 
University (where she is 
now a member of the 
facu l ty )  and has spent 




'W o rd s  a n d  M usic '
To H ig h lig h t  
Y e a t s '  P e rfo rm an ce
Senator Michael Yeats, 
only son of the late William 
Butler Yeats, and his wife, 
the famed concert artist and 
folk-lorist, Grainne Yeats 
will be featured Tuesday, 
Feb. 4 at 8 p.m. in Wick 
Social Room in a program 
e n t i t l e d  “ Words and 
Musics”
Their visit here, during 
Arts Week, is part of a 
nation-wide tour that has 
been arranged for this unique 
husband and wife team, 
carrying on literary and 
a r t i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  
established by the great 
Irish poet who was the 
Senator’s father.
Senator Yeats is a leading 
s p o k e s m a n  f o r  t he  
government party in the 
Irish Senate and is one of 
the founders of the Irish 
branch of the European 
movement. He is a leader, 
also, of the efforts now 
b e i n g  ma d e  f o r  the 
economic development of 
Ireland. His lecture subjects 
usually include “Modern 
Ireland’ and “ Irish Politics 
Today.”
Senator Yeats is also a 
professional music critic 
a n d  is considered an 
au tho r i ty  on Irish folk 
music, for the performance 
of which his wife in her 
lecture-recitals has been 
w i d e l y  a c c l a i m e d  
throughout the British Isles 
and on thé Continent of 
Europe.
Grainne Yeats is one of 
modern  I re land ’s most 
distinguished harpists and 
singers of traditional Irish 
songs. She has specialized in 
music of the 16th and 17th 
c e n t u r i e s  a n d  has a 
repertoire of over 200 songs 
and harp airs. This ancient 
music has a strange and 
haunting beauty which is 
fully portrayed in Mrs. 
Yeats’ recitals.
For her concerts Grainne 
Y e a t s  uses the  small 
31-stringed Irish harp, 
which stands about three 
f e e t  h i g h .  This is a 
modernized version of the 
small harp which has been 
used in Ireland for over 
1,000 years. The instrument 
she is bringing with her on 
her American tour was 
made by hand for her by 
Donald Quinn of Dublin, a 
celebrated craftsman who 
f o l l o w s  as closely as 
possible the traditional Irish 
harps of centuries past.
A critic writing recently 
of a concert given by Mrs. 
Y e a t s  a t  S t a n f o r d  
University in California 
s a i d :  ‘ ‘She  gave her 
a u d i e n c e  a u n i q u e  
experience, it was iqore 
than the usual instrument 
she played, the Irish harp, 
more than her program of 
unusual music from the 
14th century to the present. 
What she gives is a kind of 
distillation of ancient song, 
and it is this that revealed 
the world behind Irish 
poetry.”
Recital Of Music For Voice and Harp 
By Grainne. Yeats 
PROGRAMME
I
Lye Stille my deare.......... ............ ........... ...........Anon. f6c.
Callino Custure m e........... .....................................Anon 16c.
Man is for the Woman made................ Purcell (1658-1695)
Beitti Ni Bhriain )................................Carolan (1670-1738)
Parting for Companions )
II
Volt and Currants................ .................. Galilei (1520-1591)
David of the White Rock.......... .............. Jones (1752-1824)
Carolan’s Concerto.............. ...............Carolan (1670-1738)
III
Four Spanish Songs...................... Roberto Gerhard (1896-)
(a) Un Galan Y Su Morena (A Lover and his Sweetheart)
(b) La Ausencia (Absence)
(c) La Muerte Y La Donzella (Death and the Maiden)
(d) Reinas de la baraja (The Queen of Spades)
Interval
IV
Hymn to the Virgin......................Edmund Rubbra (1901-)'
I am of Ireland ........................................ Peter Aston (1938-) •




(b) Eibhilin a Ruin
(c) She moved through the fair
(d) The Spanish Lady
(e) Roisin Dubh
(f) Ceol a Phiobaire (Song of the Piper)
Sunday, Fe
2-5 p.m. Opening of Faculty art si 
(daily 9-5)
Photography exhibit — W 
Rauch — Art Instructor - 
Central Senior High Schc
2:30 p.m. The Umbrellas of Cherbo 
7:30 p.m. Film is: 50 cents for all 
(Including RHC Students 
* *
Monday, Fe
8 p.m. Anthony Towne — poet ■
Coffee Hour to follow
Tuesday, Fel
11:30 Art Films
12:30 .  „
8 p.m. "WORDS AND MUSIC"
and concert
Senator Michael Yeats an 
Grainne Yeats. Coffee ho 
follow.
Wednesday,
2:30 James and Susannah Payl
Lecture Demonstration 
m
8 p.m. James and Susannah Payl
Concert
Thursday, Fe
"B U FFA LO  D A Y"
+ *.
2:30 p.m. Panel Discussion
The Arts Today with spe 
reference to Buffalo 
Moderator and 3 Panelisl 
One each from Studio Ai 
Theatre, Buffalo Philharr 
Orchestra, Albright-Kno)
8:30 Kleinhans Music Hall
Bflo. Philharmonic presei 
A LVIN  A IL E Y  AMERIC 
Tickets now on sale: E 
office or 885-5000. 2J
8:30 p.m. Shea's Bflo. Theatre *
Shea's Bflo. Attractions | 
MAME
Tickets now on sale: F 
Genesee bldg, or 8564 
3.75-9.50.
Friday, Feb.
2:30 p.m. Rev. Claude Bicheler
On drama.
Evening SHAW F E S T IV A L  (SfflSI
Great Catherine 
Directed by Toni Smith
Dark Lady of the Sonnel 
Directed by Elaine Lamy
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ay, Feb.2
iculty art show DS Foyer
exhibit — William Wick Center
nstructor — Frontier 
High School.
; of Cherbourg WSR









0 MUSIC" — Joint lecture WSR
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1 on sale: Rm. 611 
Ig. or 856-2500.
y, Feb. 7








Open Praxis Shows VarietyCollegeAdministrators
(Continued from Page One)
th e n ation a l purpose,** and 
“ e x t e n d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  high-risk  
stu d en ts  and the culturally 
deprived.”
The administrators, who often 
spend their time at such national 
conferences congratulating each 
other or complaining about poor 
financial support from alumni or 
government, seemed at least 
. superficially concerned about 
som e o f  higher education’s 
central problems.
The one that got  most 
attention was, “Who is higher 
education in America for?” Most 
of the presidents were willing to 
admit, at least by their silence, 
that college education is now 
only for the rich and the 
middle-class, and that while a big 
deal is made of scholarship 
programs and while poor kids on 
scholarships are paraded to the 
community and the students, 
education is in fact if not in 
theory closed to the poor and 
the “unprepared.”
What can they do about that? 
Many of them question the 
assumption that  education  
should be universal — at least 
education in the classical liberal 
sense. They scoff at the demands 
o f black s tudents  that all 
minority students who apply be 
admitted to colleges.
But black educators and other 
speakers (whom the conference 
o r g a n i z e r s  s u p p l i e d  in  
abundance) gradually get them 
to admit that universities which 
perpetuate a class system  
through admissions policies have 
no place in today’s society, and 
that  the answer was not  
necessarily shunting students to 
trade schools because they are 
n ot able to pass entrance 
examinations geared to affluent 
white students.
“Variety” was the word 
f o r  th e  O p e n  Praxis 
presented by Rosary Hills 
Theater Arts Department 
on Wednesday, Jan. 15̂  
1969 in Daemen Little 
Thea ter .  The Freshman 
Class opened the Praxis 
with an act entitled “The 
Machine,” in which each of 
the ten students became 
just a part o f one massive 
machine throughout the 
short act, the only sound 
that could be heard was the 
clicking and whirring of the 
human invention.
Freshmen Mary Anne 
Murphy and Kathy Butler 
followed with a scene from 
the play The Drapes Come. 
Both girls gave an excellent 
portrayal of a mother and 
daughter -s i t t ing  around 
waiting for the drapes to 
arrive, and talking about 
nothing. This was followed 
by a scene from Anton 
C h e k h o v ’s The Three 
Sisters. Sheila McCarthy, 
Mary Claire Jacobi, and 
Bonnie Marki were very 
effect ive as the  three 
women, but understanding 
of the scene would have 
been greater if the audience 
h a d  been given more 
background on the play and 
its author.
By Michele Sim
Chekhov was followed by 
Krister Meegan and Valerie 
Vilardo’s enactment of a 
song, “ Olive Tree.” By 
repeating the words and 
acting them out, the two 
g i r l s  w e r e  a b l e  to  
communicate the moral of 
the song.
P hyllis  Consiglio and 
Leanne Bouley followed 
with their presentation of a 
s c e n e  f r o m  M u r i e t ’s 
Anastasia. Next came a 
scene from Eugene O’Neill’s 
trilogy, Mourning Becomes 
Electra. Mary Lowry was 
excellent as the daughter 
who has just discovered the 
adu l te rous  relationship 
between her mother, played 
by Dianalynn Pfenning, and 
a young man with whom 
she had imagined herself in 
love.
The seventh act was Chris 
Wos’ scene “Lady and the 
Tiger,” from The Apple 
Tree. Next, Ed Wronski and 
Ken improvised a scene in 
an insane asylum, with Ed 
portraying a patient who 
has been released and is 
returning to visit a friend. 
Their  second “ improv” 
took place on a deserted
is land , w i th  Ken as a 
homosexual who is after 
Ed, while Ed is after Valerie 
Vilardo, who in turn is after 
Ken.
The climax of Open 
Praxis was a short play 
written by Mr. Marvin X 
and entitled Taking Care of 
Business. The play was 
presented in its entirety by 
Jonathan Wilson, Dennis 
Wilson, Bob Ball, Father, 
William W arthling, and 
Dean Maddox. The play 
communicates one black 
m an’s love for another, 
namely, a young man’s love 
fo r his father, his “old 
Man,” who sells flowers and 
is looked down upon by 
other members of the black 
community.  Jon Wilson, 
who also directed the play, 
g a v e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
performance as the young 
man. The most effective 
element of the play was the 
dialogue between the two 
Negro boys — difficult to 
understand at times, but all 
the more convincing for it. 
But through their mastery 
of the different dialect, Jon 
a n d  D e n n i s  W i I s o n  
portrayed to their audience 
n o t  o n l y  a c u l t u r a l  
difference but a human 
similarity.
S. A. Kendrick of the College 
Entrance Examination Board, 
the firm that administers the 
tests which often determine the 
admission of a student to. a 
school, told the administrators 
he thinks colleges will have to 
take their communities — rather 
than tests — most importantly 
into account when they make 
decisions on admitting more 
b l a c k  s t u d e n t s .  “ S o m e
Pass-Fall
(Continued from Page One) 
s t u d e n t s  enroll ing in 
elementary classes solely to 
receive a good grade, (5) 
pressure applied by A-F 
g r a d i n g  h e l p s  fos te r 
cheating,  (6) s tuden ts  
hesitate  to take courses 
b e y o n d  the i r  area o f  
concentration because they 
are uncertain about their 
aptitude or preparation, (7) 
grades often merely reflect 
the s tu d en t’s ability to 
repeat  what has been 
lectured to him and not his 
ability to think.
Objections to a Pass-Fail 
system are mainly that it 
will destroy all incentive 
and result in poor work by 
students, and that it will 
m a k e  it d i f f icu l t  for
institutions — notably publicly 
si lpported colleges in urban 
centers — will not be able to 
avoid the conclusion that they 
must do whatever is necessary to 
achieve enrollment of ¿20 to 30 
per cent black or other minority 
students.”
But as the conference ended, 
one wondered how much they 
would take with them back to 
their often-embattled campuses.
s t u d e n t s  to  get in to  
graduate school. However, 
education today is in a sad 
s ta te  if  professors must 
force s tuden ts  through 
grades to study and learn. 
And secondly, since no 
Pass-Fail courses are to be 
allowed for a student’s 
major, and since graduate 
schools look mainly at a 
student’s performance in his 
major", then the second 
objection has no solid basis.
The resolution is still 
incomple te ,  and many 
revisions will be made 
before a workable Pass-Fail 
system can be instituted at 
Kosary Hill. But positive 
action is being taken, and it 
is hoped that the system 
can go into effect for the 
Fall semester, 1969.
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Just a Thought...
by Bernadette McGowan
Here we are inside our 
autonomous selves, bananas 
with zippered peels afraid 
t o  r e v e a l  o u r  t r u e  
personalities one to the 
other. Here we stand all 
vapid eyes with fixed stares 
set straight ahead (so as not 
to wander from our self 
gratifying ends) looking 
neither to the right nor to 
the le ft  unless another 
crosses the lines and blocks 
our way. How comfortable 
it is this microcosm of the 
self, to the self and for the 
self, a little game of “let’s 
pretend’ that perhaps the 
others aren’t really there 
and we couldn’t care.
We long for the chance to 
be free from doing the 
expected, saying the usual 
a n d  g e s tu r in g  in the 
mechanical patterns of a 
plug-in component society, 
performing the disciplined 
roles of our shadow selves.
Ix a p p e a l  t o  y o u r  
humanity, your willingness 
to  u n d e r s t a n d ,  y o u r  
sincerity (which can effect 
the lives of so many), your 
speaking freely and your 
being you. I call for you, 
the  small shavings in a 
splintered humanity, you, 
the aliens in your isolation, 
you, the estranged in your 
introversion to crush the 
obstacles of unity, to vault 
the wall of indifference, to 
touch the heart not far
from your own, to stretch 
out your arm, your hand, 
those fingers to grasp that 
offering of another and in 
that understanding, to say 
you care.
U. of Vermont 
Has Drug Study
Burlington, Vt.-(I.P.) — The 
University of Vermont’s Dean of 
Students, Roland Patzer, has 
praise for law enforcement 
officials who have cooperated in 
and given endorsement to the 
drug study being carried out on 
this campus.
Dean Patzer said most colleges 
and universities are addressing 
themselves to discussion óf the 
t o p i c  i n an e f f o r t  t o  
communicate as effectively as 
possible with students, parents, 
and the public generally. He said 
this is not because it is believed 
college students are “taking 
drugs en masse. Most college 
leaders, parents and the public 
have a higher regard than that 
for student intelligence.” (The 
current UV drug study is being 
conducted in a way to preserve 
a n o n y m i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  
participating who say they are or 
have been drug users. The study 
does  hot involve use of or 
distribution of drugs.)
Students and teachers who 
want summer jobs can get the 
latest information from the new 
1 9 6 9  ed i t io n  o f  “ Summer 
Employment Directory,” just 
rece ived by the Placement 
Office.
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State of the School
A “state o f ’ anything message is often boring, too 
detailed, not specific enough, written to accuse no one but 
implicate everyone, and read by only a select few.
But, lest the community here at RHC think the New 
Year will pass without at least one public estimation of our 
institution, by The Ascent, here is the “fabled” State of 
the School evaluation.
ADMINISTRATION. Despite student protests around 
the country, students here at RHC have been relatively 
quiet. One reason (and I venture only a small one, read on 
for an explanation) is the fact that despite this being a 
Catholic institution, we have a fairly liberal administration. 
We have sought liquor on campus and are on the verge of 
getting, (Hopefully, and modified) that request. Student 
requests are met with courteous attention, even if they are 
acted on only after several months wait. But, while being 
liberal in many important areas, there is a growing belief 
that they are too free in an area where they should be 
highly select. Namely, Admissions.
It seems that too many marginal students are being 
allowed admittance, which is resulting in a growing 
dissatisfaction with the school as a whole. Why are so 
many ‘ quality” students leaving each year? If you talk to 
them, their biggest complaint is a lack of real challenge, 
here. A’s and B’s can be picked up far too easily. Many 
believe that this is due to the fact that courses must be 
geared so that marginal students can pass them. Unless the 
quality of education picks up, Rosary Hill may find it hard 
to attract anyone but the perenial rtC” student.
FACULTY. The faculty here, as everywhere, is the 
growing power elite on the campus. It’s hard to tell how 
good or bad this situation is, since most faculties are 
generally receptive to new ideas whether they come from 
the Administration or students. It is easy to see that this 
school has a good cross-section of conservatives and (again, 
to use that word) liberals. And, unlike, many larger 
institutions, the faculty members are easy to approach and 
very willing to aid the students.
But, in speaking of the general problem of this 
institution, quality education, the faculty too must assume 
some of the criticism. A student is aware after the third 
lecture period whether or not the instructor is prepared 
and/or qualified to teach the course material. Sadly, too 
many are not. Part of the blame, must go back to the 
Administration which places teachers in these positions. 
But, part also lies with the instructor who cannot, at times, 
even give the rudiments of a course.
What of the teachers who are qualified? How many 
honestly challenge the students at the outset of the 
semester, but drop their standards during the remaining 
months, thereby making it easier for students to get 
through the course. It would seem that instructors who let 
students off too easily are doing a disservice to the 
institution as well as to the individual involved.
STUDENTS. I’ve managed to save the best for the last. 
What about our student body? Here are a few general 
comments: it is a rare day, indeed, when you can pass a 
table in the  Snack Bar and hear an intellectual 
conversation going on. Instead of discussing current events, 
books or even ideas, one hears talk about boyfriends, 
engagements, dates, ad infinitum. It seems students here 
live for the weekends, using school as a means to pass the 
time.
I’ve said that the Administration and Faculty are partly 
to blame for the rather low academic standards. But, I 
think the students are as much to blame as the other two 
factions, combined. Too many are simply content to just 
get by, to leave all studying for the holiday before finals, 
or worse yet for the “night-before.” The result is a 
deadening silence when a question is thrown out by the 
instructor. This silence leads one to believe that our 
students have forgotten how to think, if indeed, they ever 
began.
In summing up the situation, it can be said that Rosary 
Hill could become another Reed or Oberlin if only all the 
interested parties would devote themselves to that task. 
Too many educated people have come out of this 
institution to consider the situation totally bleak. But it is 
sad when seniors leave, happy to be gone, hoping to find in 
the world outside the stimulation that eluded their grasp 
hereo
Cheers for the coming year. May it prove always better 
than the last.
Studio Arena
The Studio Arena Theatre in 
Buffalo is pleased to announce 
that two newly scheduled shows 
are to appear on this season’s
revised roster. Enlivening the 
Arena 'Stage are Harold f i lte r ’s 
masterful THE HOMECOMING,
Broadway’s Tony Award winner 
for B est Dramatic Play of 
1966-67, and William Gibson’s 
touching TWO FOR THE SEE 
SAW, which premiered on 
Broadway in January of 1958 




The new proposal presently 
under consideration by the 
Faculty Senate is one which 
would end the Fall Semester 
before Christmas, giving students 
an entire month of combined 
Christmas vacation and semester 
break. Resident students, for the 
most part, are avidly backing the 
proposal, primarily because of 
the financial expense involved in 
making two trips home in less 
than a month, and secondarily 
because of the ideal vision of a 
beautiful ,  carefree Christmas 
vacation.
But weighed against this are 
several disadvantages to the 
proposition. First of all, all' 
papers, reports, and exams will 
be due before Christmas. The 
entire first semester will be left 
without a major break, and our 
only days off will be the five 
days for Thanksgiving and the 
two holydays, provided they do 
n ot fall on week-ends. For' 
students who work nights or 
week-ends during the semester, 
and for students in secondary 
education who will be student 
teaching, there is little or no 
time to devote to a lengthy 
paper or thesis.  Thus the 
p r e s s u r e  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  
t r e m e n d o u s l y  during the  
already-hect ic three weeks 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, resulting in increased 
cramming and copying term 
papers. Added to this is the fact 
that the American public is 
bombarded with the coming of 
Christmas beginning the day 
after Thanksgiving.
In short, the Fall Semester 
which ends before Christmas is 
ideal for students who are 
social ly motivated; the Fall 
Semester which offers a week of 
classes after Christmas before 





I have never before advocated 
“ student power” and/or the 
connotations inherent in that 
phrase. But the time for me, as 
with every student eventually, is 
here for action.
An issue that merits attention, 
j u s t  f r o m t h e  f inancia l  
viewpoint, is a re-scheduling of 
F a l l  s e m e s t e r .  S i n c e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  the  
enrollment of RHC boards here, 
the financial  difficulties o f  
returning for five days of classes 
plus, in my case, t.wo days of- 
finals are significant. This year 
there isn’t even an option to stay 
on campus during semester 
break, which in some instances is 
only for a few days. Travel is 
expensive and time-consuming. 
These two weeks of school, 
sandwiched in by two vacations 
(Christmas and semester), also 
breaks up working time for 
many students. It would be 
more convenient  for many 
members of the student and 
faculty bodies alike to have a 
solid month off. Mqre could be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  ' i n  such an 
undivided period of time.
Other complications arise that 
should be considered in the 
d is c u s s io n  o f  ending fall  
semester before Christmas. It is a
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rather sad state of affairs when 
an out-of-state resident student 
is compelled by travel problems 
to return a day early only to be 
thrown out on her ear and 
instructed to inconvenience 
friends or stay in a motel. This 
does not speak well for RHC, 
sometimes noted for its warm, 
friendly ,  “ Franciscan” (?) 
atmosphere. This would not 
occur if the semester ended 
before Christmas.
But such is the situation. Hie 
time is nigh for the students to 
exercise some concern over 
certain events involving them. It 
is blatant ly hypocritical to 
accept some of the procedures 
a n d  r u l e s  w i t h  m e r e l y  
complaints and dissatisfaction. A 
course of action is necessary and
apparently such action must be 
inaugurated by the student after 
careful consideration.
I hope this well-founded and 
popular point — money — is 
food for thought and a worthy 
issue in favor of a re-scheduling 
of the Fall semester.
An awakened student.
The Civic Music Association 
has just booked the Brooklyn 
Bridge, hot new recording group, 
for a Monday, Feb. 3 show in 
the Eastman Theatre. It will 
begin at 8:00 p.m. The group is 
currently on the top of the 
record charts with théir “Worst 
That Could Happen.”
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